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Add clai m 22: 

2'2. A system for maintaining a database comprising: 
an iAterface for receiving signals in establishing a communication connection with 
the user, one W more databases associated with the user being identified based on the 
received signals; 

a receiver for receiving from a user a request for taking an action concerning a 
selected one of me databases through the established communication connection, the 
action being associated with an access right requirement; 

a processoV for identifying an access right of the user concerning the selected ' 
database; and ^ 

a device for lining the action when the access right of the user meets the access 
right requirement." 

^dd claim 23^ 

-23. The system fef claim 22 wherein the database includes information 
conceming an individual.-- 



Add claim 24^ 

—24. The system of clail^ 22 wherein the database includes information 
conceming a group.— 



Ildd claim 25^ 

-25. The system of claim 22 \^erein the action includes reading the selected 
database." 
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[Add cl^im 26:) 



6. The system of claim 22 wherein the action includes editing the selected 



2 database.- 




|Add claim 2' 

—27. The system of claim 22 wherein the action includes deleting the selected 



2 database 



^dd claim 

—28. /The system of claim 22 wherein the communication connection includes a 
telephone connection. - 

idd clairA 29^ 

(■29. The system of claim 22 wherein the communication connection includes an 
Intemei connection.— 



dd claim 30: 




-30. A system for maintaining a director}^' through a provider of directory 



assistance comprising: 

an interface for rece 
directory, the user being 
plurality of access levels 



\vmg from a user a request for taking an action concerning the 
level of access to the directory selected from a 
the brovider being accorded at least the level of access to the 



directory allocated to thejuser;^d 

a processor for d^termiriSng whether the provider is allowed to take the action 
based on the level of access accorded to the provider, the action being initiated by the 
provider if it is determined that tjie provider is allowed to take the action. — 
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Add claim 3 1 



3 1 . The system of claim 30 wherein the directory includes information 



2 concerrong an individual.-- 




I^dd claim : 

—32. The'^stem of claim 30 wherein the directory includes information 



2 concemmg a group. - 



l^dd claim 33 



33. The system of c^im IQ^wherei^Hfce provider includes an operator in a 



2 directory assistance center, 



[Add claim 3^ 

-34. The system of^claiA 30 wli^rein the level of access allocated to the user 



2 includes a right to read the directory. - 



^dd claim 35^ 



1 "35. The system of claim 30 wher^Ti4h\ level of access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to delete the directory.— 



|Add claim 36: 

1 —36. The system of claim 30 wherein the level 6f access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to edit the directory. - 



jAdd claim 37?] 



-37. The system of claim 30 wherein the level of accessi allocated to the user 
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2 incWes a right to allocate to another user a level of access to the directory.— 
clkim 38^ 

i. The system of claim 30 wherein the request is received through a 
2 conununicamons connection.— 



^dd claim 39j 

"39. TheNsysterh of claim 38 wherein the communications connection includes a 




2 telephone connectiGjfi.--, 
(Add claim 4oJ 

1 —40. The systen\of claim 38 wherein the communications connection includes an 

2 Internet connection 

^dd claim 4^ 

50b CTL^ "M^ • ^ system for providing a communications service using a database 

2 comprising^ 

3 an inter^i^ce for receiving from a user a request for communicating with a desired 

4 party; 

5 a first device "for searching the database for contact information concerning the 

6 desired party, the contactanformation being associated with an access right requirement; 

7 a second device for K^itiating a communications connection between the. user and 

8 the desired party; 

9 a processor for identifying access right of the user concerning the contact 

10 information; and 

11 a controller for allowing disclosu^ of the contact information to the user when the 
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access\^ght of the user satisfies the access right requirement.- 
jXdd claim 42?] 

"42. The sysljpm of claim 41 wherein the communications service includes a 
voice communications\service.~ 

claim 43^ 

-43. The sy^em of claim 41 wherein the database includes a directory. 
^d claim 44?^ 

—44. The system of claim 43 wherein the communications service includes a 
directory assistance service. - 




Jem of claim 4 1 wherein the access right of the user includes a right 
brmation." 



^^dd claim 46: 



46^1 




-46. The system of claim 41 wherein the communication connection includes a 
telephone connection.— 

Add claim 4^ 

A method for maintaining a database comprising: 
receding signals in establishing a communication connection with the user; 
identi^ing one or more databases associated with the user based on the received 

signals; 
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5 receiving from a user a request for taking an action concerning a selected one of 

6 the database > through the estabUshed communication connection, the action being 

7 associated with an access right requirement; 

8 identifying an access right of the user concerning the selected database; and 

9 taking the action when the access right of the user meets the access right 
10 requirement.- 



^dd claim 48: 

1 -48. Tlbe method of claim 47 wherein the database includes information 

2 concerning an ihdividual.— 



[Add claim 49j\ 

1 ~49. Th^ method of claim 47 wherein the database includes information 

2 concerning a groi 



|Add claim^OJ 

1 "50. The n^ethod of claim 47 wherein the action includes reading the selected 

2 database.— 

{Add claim 51?^ 

1 "51 . The metl^od of claim 47 wherein the action includes editing the selected 

2 database.— 

^dd claim 5 2^j 

1 -52. The method ^f claim 47 wherein the action includes deleting the selected 

2 database.— 
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PAdd claii^ SsTj 



—63. The method of claim 47 wherein the communication connection includes a 



<^ Cj(^ 2 telephone connection.-- 



^dd cliim 54^] 



-54. The method of claim 47 wherein the communication connection includes an 
2 Intemfet connection.— 
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j^Add claim SsT^ 

—55. A method for maintaining a directory through a provider of directory 
assist^ce comprising: 

ns;ceiving from a user a request for taking an action concerning the directory, the 
user being allocated-aJevel of access to the directory selected from a plurality of access 



8 of access accc 



levels, the prq^ider being accorded at least the level of access to the directory allocated to 
the user; 

detemjinir^whether the provider is allowed to take the action based on the level 
Jhc provider; and 

9 initiating the a\tion by the operator if it is determined that the provider is allowed 

10 to take the action.— 



^^dd claim 

1 . "56. The method of d^aim 55 wherein the directory includes information 

2 concerning an individual.— 

(Add claim 57^ 

1 -57. The method of claim ^5 wherein the directory includes information 
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2 conceming^a group.— 
^Add claim 58: 

1 —58. The**method of claim 55 wherein the provider includes an operator in a 

2 directory assistance\enter.- 

|Add claim 59^ 

1 ~59. The method 6f claim 55 wherein the level of access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to read the ditectoi 



^dd claim 6oJ 



1 ~60. The method of claim^§5 wherein the level of access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to delete the dirq 

J^dd claim 61^ 

1 —61 . The method of cldim 55 wherein the level of access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to edit the directory. 

^Add claim 62^^ 

1 —62. The method of claim 55 wherein tke level of access allocated to the user 

2 includes a right to allocate to another user a levelipf access to the directory. - 



J^Add claim 63^ 

1 —63. The method of claim 55 wherein the reqbest is received through a 

2 communications connection.— 
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|Add claim 64?^ 
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Add claim 64: 

—64. The metHod of claim 63 wherein the communications connection includes a 
telephone connection.- 



^^dd claim 65: 

—65. The method df claim 63 wherein the communications connection includes 
an Intemet connection.- 



|Add claim 66^ 

1 5u g>^^ '^6. A method for providing a communications service using a database 

2 comprising: 

3 receivin^rom a user a request for communicating with a desired party; 

4 searching thesdatabase for contact information concerning the desired party, the 

5 contact information being associated with an access right requirement; 

6 initiating a communications connection between the user and the desired party; 

7 identifying an access ri^t of the user concerning the contact information; and 

8 allowing disclosure of the\ontact information to the user when the access right of 

9 the user satisfies the access right requirement, 

^dd claim 67: 

1 —67. The method\of claim 66 wherein the communications service includes a 

2 voice communications ser 

jldd claim 68?] 

1 —68. The method of cJlaim 66 wherein the database includes a directory.— 
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